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April 28, 2026
To: Clients and Friends
From: Daniel S. Engle
Subject: Federal Housing Administration and Federal Housing Financing Agency

Announce Expansion of Credit Score Models

On April 22, 2026 the Federal Housing Administration (“FHA”) and the Federal
Housing Financing Agency (“FHFA”) made a joint announcement (click here for FHFA
release and click here for FHA release) that Vantage Score 4.0 and FICO 10T will be
permitted as eligible credit scoring models for mortgage loans.

Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac issued guidance on April 22, 2026, indicating how lenders
may take advantage of this new development. Both Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac noted
that VantageScore 4.0 is eligible for immediate use for approved lenders. They both
stated that implementation of the FICO 10T score would follow at a future time.
Interested lenders should contact Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac for details on how to
become approved for use for VantageScore 4.0. Lenders who are not approved must
continue to use Classic FICO. Fannie Mae’s Announcement SEL-2026-04 bulletin may
be found kere and Freddie Mac’s Bulletin 2026-D may be found #ere.

This Memorandum is provided as general information in regard to the subject matter
covered, but no representations or warranty of the accuracy or reliability of the
content of this information are made or implied. Opinions expressed in this
memorandum are those of the author alone. In publishing this information, neither the
author nor the law firm of Black, Mann & Graham L.L.P. is engaged in rendering legal
services. While this information concerns legal and regulatory matters, it is not legal
advice and its use creates no attorney-client relationship or any other basis for
reliance on the information. Readers should not place reliance on this information
alone but should seek independent legal advice regarding the law applicable to
matters of interest or concern to them. The law firm of Black, Mann & Graham L.L.P.
expressly disclaims any obligation to keep the content of this information current or
free of errors.
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